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Sri. K Satyanarayana Raju, MD & CEO, at the Business Strategy cum Review Meet conducted at Lucknow Circle, on 23™ December 2025. Sri
Ajit Kumar Mishra, GM & Circle Head, Sri. H Raghu Raja, DGM, CO and other executives from Circle & Regional Office are seen in the picture.
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Sri. Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia, MD& CEO (In-charge), receiving the First prize — “TOLIC Official Language” award category from Sri. Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, during the Joint Regional Conference of the Central, Western and Southern
regions. The event was organized by the Department of Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs, GOI, on 20" January, 2026, at

Indore. The Member Secretary of TOLIC, Smt. Sreekala Sreekumar, AGM, OL and HML section, HO, is seen receiving the certificate from
Sri. Shankar Lalwani, Member of Parliament, during the event.
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MD & CEO’s Message

e G Yo?

Dear Canarites,

As we prepare to enter the upcoming quarter, |
would like to take this opportunity to personally
thank each one of you for your dedication,
perseverance and unwavering commitment to
Canara Bank. Your collective efforts across
branches, offices and verticals have enabled the
Bank to deliver consistent performance,
strengthen customer trust and uphold the
values that define our institution. The progress
we have achieved is not merely a reflection of
numbers, but of the hard work, professionalism
and sense of ownership demonstrated by our
teams every day.

The months ahead will present both
opportunities and challenges. As an
organisation, we are fully committed to
supporting you through clear strategic
direction, timely decision-making, enhanced
digital and technological enablement and
continuous capacity building. Management
remains focused on creating an ecosystem that
empowers our employees to perform at their
best, while ensuring that operational efficiency,
risk discipline and customer service excellence
remain at the core of our efforts.

In the upcoming quarter, our emphasis will be
on strengthening business growth in key
segments, deepening customer relationships,

Shreyas - December 2025 - January 2026 | 304 //Il_
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MD & CEO’s Message

improving low-cost deposit mobilisation and
maintaining the highest standards of asset
quality and governance. | urge each one of you
to continue working with a customer-centric
mindset, collaborate across teams, and
proactively identify opportunities that
contribute to sustainable growth. Your role is
vital in translating our strategy into meaningful
outcomesonthe ground.

Together, with unity of purpose and shared
responsibility, | am confident that we will
successfully navigate the path ahead and
further reinforce Canara Bank's position as a
strong, trusted and progressive Public Sector
Bank.

Keep the Bank’s flag flying high.
Together We Can!!!
Wishyou all the very best

Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia
Managing Director & CEO (I/C)
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Dear Colleagues,

Growth at Canara Bank has never been a mere calculation of
balance sheets or quarterly targets; it is a narrative written by
the passion and possibilities of our people. The Shreyas
Contest serves as the definitive chapter of this story,
transforming the workplace into a dynamic stage where
"Canarites" transcend their professional designations to
reveal their true, creative selves. Named for excellence and
positivity, Shreyas is an invitation to explore the "what ifs"
and "could be-'s” of our individual talents. From every corner
of India and across every cadre, this contest serves as a
powerful equalizer, proving that whether through a
brushstroke, a poem, or an innovative idea, our diversity is
our greatest strength.

Beyond the applause for the winners, Shreyas highlights a
deeper institutional philosophy: that a bank is not just a place
to work, but a community designed for holistic growth. By
celebrating the stories of passion pursued after office hours,
we acknowledge that a motivated, seen and appreciated
employee is the true engine of an effective professional
environment.

This special edition is more than a record of prize-winning
work; it is a celebration of the joy of self-expression and the
collective energy that defines us. As we flip through these
pages of talent, we celebrate the enduring Canara spirit—one
that continues to spark, shine, and grow stronger, together.

Hope you enjoy reading this special edition. As we love to
hear from you, please drop in your feedback/ comments by
visiting our HM&L Webpage in Cannet / or as mail to
hohml@canarabank.com / or you can always call us at 080 —
22233480.

With profound admiration and gratitude

Priyadarshini R
Editor
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Farewell message of MD & CEO

Farewell message of MD & CEO, Sri K. Satyanarayana Raju

Dear Canarites,

It is with a sense of immense professional fulfilment
and deep gratitude that | announce the conclusion of
my tenure as the Managing Director & Chief Executive
Officer of Canara Bank.

Serving the bank in the esteemed capacity of Executive
Director and Managing Director and Chief Executive
Officer has been a singular honour. | extend my sincere
appreciation to the Board of Directors, the Government
of India, and every member of the staff for the
unwavering support rendered throughout my term.

Our collective focus on robust governance and strategic
growth has yielded significant dividends. | wish to
formally recognize the key areas of institutional
strengthening achieved during this period - We have
successfully consolidated the Bank's position, ensuring
enhanced capital adequacy and sustained asset quality,
vital metrics for institutional stability. The successful
integration and deployment of advanced digital
platforms with the help of DnA have been pivotal in
optimizing operational efficiencies and elevating
service delivery standards. Our diligence in adhering to
stringent regulatory frameworks has upheld the Bank's
reputation for integrity and transparency in the

T hr AT Uk gEE QarAger ShaT ht ShiaET w2l

financial markets. The accomplishments recorded are a
testament to the collective professionalism, discipline,
and dedication demonstrated across all offices.

As | transit from this role, my utmost confidence resides
in the capabilities and commitment of the entire
workforce. The continued success of Canara Bank
hinges upon the smooth transition and seamless
support extended to the incoming leadership. |
formally urge all staff members to maintain the
momentum of performance and fully collaborate with
the new incumbent to ensure the Bank continues its
trajectory of strategic growth and fulfilment of its
mandate to the nation.

Thank you, once again, for your trust, your enthusiasm,
and the countless hours you have dedicated to the
Bank. The memories of our shared success and
camaraderie will forever remain etched in my heart.
While | may be stepping down from my official role, |
will always remain a well-wisher and a proud member
of the Canara Bank family. | wish you and your families
the very best of health, happiness, and continued
success.

With Best wishes

K Satyanarayana Raju

Shreyas team wishes him a happy retirement,
“Let the Golden years be bright, happy and fulfilling”.

DAY e - st 2025 - ST 2026 11304
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lam honoured and humbled on being promoted to the position of Chief General Manager
in our esteemed institution, Canara Bank. This important milestone in my professional
journey brings with it a deep sense of gratitude and an enhanced responsibility to
contribute more effectively to the Bank's performance and growth. My association with
the Bank over the past three decades has been a journey shaped by discipline, |
consistency, learning, unlearning, relearning and collaboration.

Serving the Bank across diverse regions and functions has provided me with a comprehensive
understanding of operational realities, risk management and performance delivery in a dynamic banking
environment. Each assignment has reinforced my belief that sustained performance is driven by strong
systems, prudent decision-making, customer focus and consistent adherence to the Bank's core values.
Canara Bank's emphasis on accountability, transparency and teamwork has been the central theme to
achieve stability and resilience evenin challenging times.

I sincerely acknowledge the guidance, confidence and support extended by the Bank's leadership, seniors,
mentors and colleagues. Their direction and trust have played a vital role in preparing me to assume higher
responsibilities. | also place on record my appreciation for the dedication and commitment of my teams,
whose focused efforts have been instrumental in delivering results.

In this role, | look forward to contributing towards strengthening performance parameters, improving
operational efficiency, enhancing governance and supporting sustainable growth. | remain committed to
working with clarity, discipline and purpose to further the Bank's objectives and long-term success.

With warm regards,

Kalyan Mukherjee
Chief General Manager

| deem it a privilege bestowed upon me and accept with all humility my elevation to
General Manager in our esteemed organisation.

| take this opportunity to thank all my seniors, colleagues, family and friends who have
played a crucial role in chiselling and shaping my professional skills to rise to this position.

In the past 3 decades major changes have happened in our Banking Industry and the
future is slated to move further towards a hipper digital model Banking with Al playing an
integral part.

At the same time, we should hold tight our founding principles, basic ethics and integrity in our day to day
working, ensure customer satisfaction and follow the dictum of Banking with a smile.

Together we can make it happen from Better to Best.
Best wishes and regards

Y Shankar
General Manager
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| am indebted to our great organization for elevating me to the position of General
Manager. | thank my seniors who have encouraged and motivated me to take higher
responsibilities and my colleagues for their valuable support. | joined Canara Bank in the
year 1998 as an AEO. In my 27 years of service, our Bank has provided me with abundant
opportunities to head Branches and Regional Office.

Our Bank has a rich legacy of trust, integrity and service. With continued efforts and
innovative spirt, we will continue to thrive and achieve greater heights. Together let us ensure journey of
excellence, commitment and achievement

Wishing all Canarites success and happiness

Warm regards,

Sheeba Sahajan
General Manager

“When Iearning is purposeful,
creativity blossoms.
When creativity blossoms,
thinRing emanates.
When thinRing emanates,
kRnowledge is fully Iit.
When Rnowledge is lit,

economy flourishes.”
- A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
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Shreyas Contest 2025
1st Prize
English Essay

Working in banking for over a decade, I've witnessed
first-hand how fraud has transformed from simple
cheque forgeries to complex digital schemes that
would make your head spin. What hasn't changed,
though, is the power of human intuition combined
with proper training. This essay draws from real
experiences in the field to show how we can build
that crucial "sixth sense" for spotting trouble before
it costs us - and our customers - dearly. The numbers
don't lie: fraud losses continue climbing year after
year, but the institutions with the most vigilant staff
consistently perform better at prevention. It's not
just about following procedures anymore; It's about
developing that alert eye (mechanism) that can spot
what doesn't belong, even when everything looks
perfectly normal on the surface.

Let me tell you something that might surprise you —
most fraud doesn't happen because of sophisticated
hacking or elaborate schemes you see in movies. It
happens because someone wasn't paying attention
at the right moment. That's both the bad news and
the good news. The bad news? We're often our own
worst enemy when it comes to fraud prevention.
The good news? This means we have more control
than we think. I've seen colleagues catch million-
rupee frauds simply because they noticed a
customer seemed "off" during a routine transaction.
I've also seen obvious red flags get missed because
someone was having a busy day and didn't take that
extra moment to really look. The difference
between these outcomes often comes down to one
thing: vigilance. But here's what makes this
challenging — fraud isn't what it used to be. Back in
the day, you could spot a forged document pretty
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The Vigilant Eye:
How to Spot and Stop Fraud

Daita Ujwala [
Officer
Tirupati CO

LR 4

easily. The paper felt wrong, the ink looked fresh, or
the handwriting was shaky. Today's fraudsters have
access to the same technology we do. They can
create documents that look absolutely perfect,
complete with watermarks and security features.
What they can't fake, however, is human behaviour.
And that's where our opportunity lies. The digital
revolution has created new vulnerabilities we never
had to worry about before. Customers can open
accounts online, transfer money with a few clicks,
and conduct complex transactions without ever
setting foot in a branch. While this convenience is
wonderful for legitimate customers, it's also opened
doors for fraudsters that we're still learning how to
close.

After years of dealing with customers, you develop
an instinct for what normal looks like. A genuine
customer walks in with confidence about their own
account. They know their address, their phone
number, their recent transactions. They might not
remember their account number off the top of their
head, but they don't panic when you ask for ID.
Fraudsters, on the other hand, often give
themselves away through their behaviour long
before you even look at their documents. |
remember one case where a "customer" came in to
withdraw a large sum. Everything looked perfect on
paper — the ID matched our records, even the
signature looked right. But something felt wrong.
The person kept checking their phone, seemed
nervous about routine questions, and kept looking
toward the exit. That nagging feeling made me take
a second look at everything. Turns out, the account
holder was sitting in a car outside, being forced to
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provide the information under threat. We stopped a
robbery in progress simply because someone
seemed too anxious for a routine withdrawal.

This taught me that documents can lie, but
behaviourrarely does. Now | pay attention to:

¢ How comfortable someone seems with basic
guestions about theiraccount

¢ Whether they seem familiar with our normal
procedures

¢ If they're pushing for unusual speed or trying to
avoid standard verification steps

¢ Bodylanguage that doesn't match the situation

Digital Age Red Flags

Online and mobile banking have created entirely
new categories of fraud to watch for. Customers'
digital behaviour patterns are just as telling as them
in-person behaviour, sometimes more so. I've
noticed that legitimate customers develop habits
with their digital banking. They typically access
accounts from the same devices, at similar times,
and perform transactions that fit their normal
patterns. When these patterns suddenly change
dramatically — especially combined with unusual
transaction requests—it's worth investigating.

Phone calls requesting account information are
particularly tricky. Fraudsters have become
incredibly sophisticated at impersonating bank
officials, government agencies, and even family
members. The key is remembering that legitimate
institutions already have your information and
won't ask you to provide it over the phone.

When you suspect fraud but aren't certain, the
response needs to be carefully balanced. You can't
accuse an innocent customer of fraud, but you also
can't let a real fraud proceed while you figure things
out. I've developed a few techniques over the years
for buying time when my instincts are telling me
something's wrong: "Our system seems to be

WY s - R 2025 - ST 2026 1304

dolel aﬂi Canara Bank <&

(A Govemment of Indla Undertaking)

9

Atrticle

running a bit slow today — let me just double-check
this transaction for you." This gives me time to verify
details without making the customer (or potential
fraudster) suspicious. "For transactions of this size, |
need my supervisor to review the paperwork — just
bank policy, you understand." This brings another
set of eyes into the situation and provides backup if
things go wrong. "l want to make sure we process
this correctly for you — let me just verify a few
details." This allows for additional questioning that
might reveal inconsistencies. The key is maintaining
a helpful, professional demeanour while giving
yourself the time and space to properly assess the
situation.

Every fraud attempt teaches us something, whether
we stop it or not. I've learned to document not just
what happened, but what made me suspicious in
the first place. This information helps train other
staff and improves our overall detection capabilities.

The best documentation captures:
+ Exactly what first raised suspicions.
+ Thesequence of events during the incident.

¢ Which verification steps were taken and their
results.

* How the situation was resolved and what we
learned that might help next time.

Thisisn't just paperwork—it's intelligence that helps
protect against future attempts.

The skills we use at work apply to our personal lives
too, and frankly, we need them more than ever.

I've started treating my personal financial security
with the same vigilance | use at work. This means:

¢ Consciously reading those text messages about
account activity instead of just dismissing them.

¢ Being suspicious of any unexpected contact
asking for financial information.
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¢ Paying attention to my surroundings when using
ATMs or making transactions.

¢ Regularly checking account statements for
anything unusual.

The romance scams particularly worry me because
they're so psychologically sophisticated. I've seen
intelligent, educated people lose their life savings to
someone they never met in person. The emotional
manipulation involved makes these schemes
especially dangerous. My rule has become: if
someone |'ve never met in person asks for money,
no matter how compelling their story, the answer is
no. No exceptions, no sob stories, no emergencies
that can't wait for proper verification.

We're living through an interesting time where
technology is both our greatest asset and our
biggest vulnerability in fraud prevention. The
automated systems we use can spot patterns and
anomalies that humans might miss, but they can't
read body language or sense when something just
doesn't feel right. I've learned to work with our
technology rather than rely on it completely. When
the system flags something as suspicious, | take it
seriously and investigate thoroughly. But | also trust
my instincts when something seems wrong, even if
the computers say everything's fine. The best
outcomes happen when human intuition and
technological analysis work together. The machines
are excellent at processing large amounts of data
and identifying statistical anomalies. Humans are
better at understanding context, reading behaviour,
and making judgment calls in ambiguous situations.
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Fraud prevention is like an ongoing chess match —as
soon as you figure out one strategy, your opponent's
develop new ones. What worked last year might not
work today, and what works today definitely won't
work forever. | make it a point to stay current with
new fraud trends, attend training sessions, and learn
from colleagues' experiences. The fraudsters are
constantly evolving their techniques, so we need to
evolve ours too. Some of the most valuable learning
comes from mistakes — both our own and others'.
Every successful fraud teaches us something about
our vulnerabilities. Every near-miss shows us what
to watch for next time. The key is being honest about
what went wrong and using that knowledge to
improve.

After all these years in banking, I'm convinced that
effective fraud prevention comes down to three
things: staying alert, trusting your instincts, and
having good procedures to back you up when
something goes wrong. The " The Vigilant Eye " isn't
something you're born with —it's a skill you develop
through experience, training, and paying attention
to what's happening around you. It's about noticing
when something doesn't fit the pattern, even if you
can't immediately put your finger on what's wrong.
The technology will keep improving, the regulations
will keep evolving, and the fraud schemes will keep
getting more sophisticated. But the fundamentals
won't change: stay alert, trust your instincts, and
never forget that behind every transaction is a real
person whose financial security depends on us
doingour jobs well.

% %k %k %k %k

“Imagination is the beginning of creation.
You imagine what you desire,

you will what you imagine, and at last,

you create what you will.”
- George Bernard Shaw
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Short Story English

The Mehta family sat around the dinner table like
satellites orbiting different planets — close, but
never colliding. Rhea, sixteen, scrolled through
reels. Aryan, fourteen, had his tablet propped
against the saltshaker, headphones clamped tight.
Anjali, the mother, barely glanced at her plate,
busy replying to comments on her new décor reel.
Rajiv, the father, typed between mouthfuls, his
phone buzzing with work emails. “Pass the salt,”
Aryan muttered without looking up. Rhea shoved
it over. It spilled. No one noticed. “School was
boring,” Rhea said. “Same,” Aryan muttered.
Silence returned. The AC hummed. Cutlery
clinked. Dinner was just another task to get done.

The next afternoon, Rajiv sat hunched over his
desk on a client call. Deadlines stacked. His laptop
buzzed, phone buzzed, smartwatch buzzed.
Coffee sat cold. He'd skipped lunch. Again. His
eyes blurred for a second, but he blinked it away.
“...yes, if we shift the shipment by Thursday...” He
paused. His fingers trembled. “Rajiv?” the voice
onthe phone said. He opened his mouth. Nothing.
The ground seemed to vanish beneath him. He
slumped forward, body hitting the floor with a dull
thud. Voices blurred, footsteps rushed in, icy
hands pressed against his chest. Then nothing but
heavy silence. Then, somewhere, a beeping
began. And something dripped. He stirred. It felt
like waking up after a long nap but still being too
tired to move. His body, heavy. Thoughts, foggy.
The clean, sharp, disinfectant smell told him he
wasn't home. His fingers twitched. A light crossed
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his eyelids. His brow furrowed. Slowly, he opened
his eyes.

“You're awake.” A nurse stood at his side,
adjusting the drip. She smiled. “You fainted at
work. Stress and fatigue. Nothing critical.” Rajiv
looked around. “My... family?” “They were here,”
she said with a soft smile. “Your wife came in with
your son. Your daughter joined soon after. All
three were panicking, especially your son. He
wouldn't let go of your hand.” Rajiv blinked,
startled. “They waited until the doctor confirmed
you were stable. We assured them you'd be fine.
Then they went back home.” Rajiv tried to sit up,
but the nurse pressed a hand on his shoulder.
“You'll be here for a couple of days. Just rest.” “My
phone...” he croaked, throat parched. “No phones
allowed,” she replied. “Recovery wing. Doctor's
orders. Stimulus-free.”

She pointed to a plastic locker. “We've kept it safe.
You'll get it when you're discharged. Meanwhile,
we will inform your family you're awake.” The
nurse left. Rajiv stared at the ceiling, stunned by
the unfamiliar sensation of being unreachable. No
buzzes. None. Just a soft hum from the ceiling fan
and the ticking of a wall clock. He turned his head.
In the next bed lay a thin man with neatly combed
silver hair and a half-buttoned sweater. A book
rested on his chest. He looked up and smiled.
“Welcome,” he said. “You're my first roommate in
a while. Most people stay for less than a day these
days. Seems no one has time to recover anymore.”
“Rajiv Mehta,” he said, clearing his throat. “Albert
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D'Mello,” the man said warmly. “But everyone
here calls me Mr. D. School teacher, retired.” Rajiv
smiled weakly. “First time you've fainted?”
D'Mello asked. Rajiv nodded. “That's your body
reminding that you're human. We tend to forget,”
he said. Then, after a pause, “So, what do you do
when you're not fainting in public?” “Corporate
logistics. Middle management. Deadlines. Clients.
Meetings,” Rajiv said, listing them like side effects
on a prescription. D'Mello chuckled. “Sounds
stressful.” “Itis.” They didn't speak more that day.
The next morning, however, Rajiv woke to the
sound of quiet humming. D'Mello was peeling an
orange, humming an old Hindi tune. “You have
kids?” he asked casually. “Two,” Rajiv said.
“Teenagers.” “Mine are grown up now. But when
they were younger, we used to spend hours
playing in the backyard. And carrom on rainy days.
| once taught my daughter how to fake a leg injury
so she could skip school.” He laughed. Rajiv raised
an eyebrow. “Just for a day. She was nervous
about a test.” Rajiv chuckled, then paused. “You
remember it all.” “lI remember being there,”
D'Mello said simply.

Over the next two days, D'Mello shared stories:
kites on rooftops, boardgames in winters,
handwritten letters that carried more weight than
any text. Rajiv listened. Really listened. And
realized, with a dull ache, how few stories he had
of his own children. Not because he didn't love
them. But because he'd spent years watching
them through the glow of his phone. He
remembered every deadline he'd met, but not the
last time Rhea had asked him something personal,
or when Aryan had cried. He had provided
schooling, gadgets, security. Everything except
time. That night, D'Mello studied his silence.
“You're a good father,” he said gently. “But you
look like a man who's been watching his family
through a lens.” Rajiv swallowed hard. “You still
have time, son,” D'Mello added. “Start collecting
some stories again. It's not too late.”On the day of
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discharge, the nurse handed Rajiv his phone along
with aftercare instructions. He stared at it too
long. The device lay silent on the side table, but he
could feel its weight, its demands. He didn't touch
it.

Anjali arrived, finishing a call as she entered.
“Yeah, yeah, I'll be home soon. Just picking him
up.” She ended it, glanced at him. “Hey, you look
better. Rhea came later. Aryan was almost in tears.
Poor boy held your hand the whole time.” Rajiv's
chest tightened. Before he could answer, Anjali
was already scrolling. “You missed a wild two days.
My balcony reel went viral. Thirty-four thousand
views! I'm thinking of a new segment, small-space
makeovers.” Her face glowed in the screen's light.
On the way home, his phone buzzed in his lap. He
glanced at the stack of notifications, then placed it
face-down, turning to the window instead.
Children chased each other with melting ice
creams. A man fed a stray dog. Everything was —
offline, real. Beside him, Anjali dictated a voice
note about thumbnails and colour palettes. Rajiv
listened quietly. He wasn't angry or judgmental.
Just distant.

Two days in a hospital bed had taught him how to
be still, and now, surrounded by noise, he wasn't
sure he wanted to be found. The car pulled into
their driveway. The engine stopped, but the
buzzing in his head didn't. He stared at the house
he'd built a life in. It felt like a place he'd only ever
visited, never truly lived in. Inside, the glow of
screens hit him first. TV murmuring. Rhea
laughing at her phone. Aryan on his console. Anjali
already drafting her next vlog title. Rajiv stood in
the middle of them, invisible. He cleared his
throat. Rhealooked up. “Dad? You okay now?”

Aryan mumbled, “You scared us.” Rajiv nodded.
“Can we... all sitin the living room? Five minutes.”
They hesitated. “Now,” he said, louder.
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Soon they sat scattered across the room, phones
tucked away but still buzzing, fingers twitching.

Rhea broke the silence. “Is this, like, a gratitude
circle?” Aryan smirked. Anjali squeezed Rajiv's
hand. “It's just the aftershock, Rajiv. You'll feel like
yourself tomorrow.” “I am feeling like myself,” he
said softly. That silenced them. “I spent two days
without a phone,” he continued. “I remembered
what my childhood smelled like, what it meant to
be seen, not pinged. | told a stranger more about
my life than I've told you. That should scare us.”
Anjali folded her arms. “Every generation bonds
differently. Screens are part of life now.” “So is
heartdisease,” he said.

Silence thickened. “No phones during meals. One
hour a day—screens off. We sit. Talk. Walk. Cook.
Anything. But together.” Aryan frowned. “What if
we're busy?” “You'll always be busy. But you don't
get another childhood. Or another father” It
landed. Uneasy nods followed. It wasn't
agreement, but it was a beginning.

The next evening arrived quieter than usual. On
the coffee table sat an old Ludo board, corners
bent, untouched for years. Rhea slumped into an
armchair, her smartwatch glowing every few
seconds. Aryan rolled his eyes. Anjali placed her
phone face down, reluctantly. Rajiv clapped his
hands, forcing cheer. “Let's play.” “Can't we do
literally anything else?” Rhea muttered. “This is
anything else,” Rajiv said, gentle but unyielding.
Dice rolled, tokens moved, silence lingered. Aryan
reached for his phone once, caught Rajiv's look,
and sighed. Rhea stared at her watch. Anjali
muttered something about a reel idea. Nobody
laughed. Nobody really spoke. When the hour
ended, they scattered like birds released from a
net. Rajiv stayed back, packing the board quietly.
He didn't look disappointed. Just... patient.
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The next night, the tantrum came early. “This is
stupid!” Aryan shouted. “None of my friends do
this. You can't just make up rules because you got
emotional at a hospital!” “It's not punishment,”
Rajiv said calmly.” Feels like one. “Rhea sat curled
up, arms crossed. Anjali looked tense, forcing
herself still. “Then we'll just talk,” Rajiv said. “No
games. Just... be.”Be what?” Rhea mumbled.

“Together” No one responded. But they stayed.
By the fourth evening, something shifted.

Rajiv told them about his childhood gully cricket
days. “I once hit the ball so hard, it smashed
Sharma Uncle's window. Tried to hide inside a
washing machine.” Rheasnorted. “You what?”
“My bum stuck out.” Aryan burst out laughing.
“That's so dumb!” Anjali smiled despite herself.
“Your mother must've killed you.” “She didn't,”
Rajiv said softly. “She laughed. Said it was the first
time she'd seen me run so fast.”

The room warmed. Aryan asked if Rajiv still knew
cricket. Rhea wanted to know who usually won.
Anjali admitted her first vlog was a disaster. “Why
didn't you post that?” Rhea teased. “Would've
gone viral.” They laughed. Not a forced, let's-
humour-dad laugh. A real one. By the sixth night,
things were different. Rhea baked cookies — burnt
on the edges, gooey in the middle. Aryan drew a
scoreboard. Anjalihadn't touched her phoneinan
hour, not because she forgot but because she
didn't need to. They argued over trivia, whether
Pluto was a planet or not. Rhea laughed so hard
she fell sideways. Aryan challenged every answer
like a lawyer. Anjali mock-pouted about unfair
rules. Rajiv just watched, smiling at the sound of
their laughterfilling the house again.

Later that night, after the kids went to bed, Anjali
walked into the kitchen. “Couldn't sleep?” Rajiv
asked. “Too much sugar,” she said, then hesitated.
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“And... too many memories.” As she made tea, her
voice softened. “When | came to pick you from the
hospital... | was posting a reel in the car. | told
people everything was fine before | even checked
onyou. It feltlike PR. Nota moment.”

Rajiv rinsed the last cup. “Don't blame yourself,”
he said. “l think | forgot how to be with you,” she
whispered. “Without documentingit.” “You didn't
forget,” he said quietly. “You paused. Like | did.”
She shook her head. “No. You shut down. And | let
you.” Rajiv's hands tightened on the towel. “I
spoke to a stranger in the hospital more than I've
spoken to you in years.” Anjali stepped closer and
rested her forehead on his shoulder. The gesture
startled him. It was so unfamiliar, yet so right.
“Let's... start over,” she whispered. “Let's collect
some stories again.” He didn't answer with words,
only placed a steady hand on her back. It was a
beginning.

Afew days later, the evening began with the sound
of four phones dropping into a ceramic bowl near
the door. Aryan's came last. He held it longer than
necessary, sighed, then let it go. Dinner was
simple with Rhea's slightly burnt rotis. A mess. A
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lovely mess. Rhea ranted about a classmate faking
allergies in PE. Aryan did an exaggerated
impression of the teacher's eyeroll. Rajiv listened
intently. Anjalilaughed, hair tied back, looking less
camera-ready and more present. Afterward,
Aryan dragged out the old carrom board.
“Rematch?” he asked Rhea. “You're going down,
drama king.” “lI demand a referee.” “I'll keep
score,” Anjali said, surprising herself. They played,
teased, argued. For once, no one reached for the
phones. Outside, notifications piled up. Inside,
time stretched, easy and shared. Later that night,
Rajiv passed the bowl of silent phones and smiled.

Months later, the “one hour” was no longer a rule.
It was a rhythm. Calls went unanswered.
Messages waited. Aryan's friends stopped asking
why he disappeared at that time.

The phones still lived in the house. But they no
longer ran it. The Mehta's had fewer posts now,
fewer updates to share. But in the quiet corners of
their home, around kitchen counters and carrom
boards, something else had grown. “Stories”. The
kind you don't need afilter for. The kind that stay.
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“There's room fior everybody on the planet;
to be creative and conscious ifi you are your:
own person. Ifi you're trying to be like:

somebady else;, then there: isn't.
— Tori Ames
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Shreyas Contest 2025
2nd Prize
Short Story English

It began with a ledger. A thick, leather-bound book
lying on the corner of an old iron shelf in the branch
record room. The dust on its spine carried years of
silence. Its pages, yellowed at the edges, bore
numbers once alive but now long settled. Dormant
accounts. Closed chapters. Balances written in ink
that had faded but not disappeared. As | ran my
fingers across the forgotten book, | felt a strange tug.
It was not just a ledger of money. It was a ledger of
dreams. Each entry, each number, was once
someone's hope. A man saving for his daughter's
education. A woman building her small shop coin by
coin. A youth putting aside his first salary to buy a
motorbike. Somewhere in those lines of credit and
debit, whole worlds once breathed.

And | thought — how different are we humans from
these accounts? Don't we, too, open small ledgersin
our hearts? Accounts where we deposit childhood
dreams. Adolescent ambitions. And youthful
passions. Singing. Writing. Teaching. Travelling.
Inventing. Building. Yet life comes like a stern
auditor. Bills to pay. Responsibilities to meet.
Careers chosen out of compulsion rather than
calling. Slowly, almost unnoticed, those vibrant
accounts fall dormant. Dreams, like money lying
untouched, lose their shine. And one day, when we
finally turn the pages, we realise how much lies
locked in our own ledger of forgotten dreams.

I. TheDormantAccount of the Heart
When I was young, my ledger was full. |had an
account called Speaking. | dreamt of standing
before audiences, voice steady, words carrying
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like a river. Another was called Writing.
| imagined my words on paper, in books,
reaching places | had never been. And there
was Teaching, where | would light spark in
young minds. But the ledger of life added a new
entry. Banking. It was not that | disliked
banking. It gave me stability, respect,
livelihood. But slowly, deposits into my other
accounts stopped. Speaking, Writing, Teaching
— once vibrant — were left dormant. At first, |
told myself it was temporary. “Someday I'll
return to them.” But someday is a tricky word.
It stretches like elastic until it snaps. And then,
one afternoon, holding that dusty ledger in the
branch store, | realised: | was not the custodian
of forgotten money. | was the custodian of
forgotten dreams—my ownincluded.

Anecdotes from Other Ledgers

| began noticing stories around me. There was
Bashir, one of my colleagues. A quiet man with
spectacles always slipping down his nose. Over
lunch one day, he confessed, almost shyly, that
he once trained in Hindustani classical music.
His dream was to sing at the All-India Radio. But
marriage, transfers, loans, children — life
balanced his books differently. Today, his
tanpura lies in a corner, strings rusting.
“Someday,” he says, “I'll play again.”

There was Mrs. Rukhsana, a long-time
customer. She often came to deposit small
savings. One winter morning, while signing her
slip, | noticed the elegance of her handwriting.
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Flourishes, loops, curves—art on paper. She
smiled when | admired it. “In my college,” she
whispered, “l wanted to be a calligrapher. But
after marriage, pens became instruments of
grocery lists, not art.”

And then, a young boy named Sameer. He
came with his father to open a student
account. While filling the form, he doodled a
mountain range so detailed it looked alive.
When | praised him, his father cut in: “Drawing
is a waste. He must prepare for competitive
exams.” The boy fell silent, his mountain ranges
buried under parental ledgers.

Different faces. Different ages. Same story.
Dreams once opened, now lying dormant.

Life asa Bank of Dreams

The more | thought, the more the metaphor
deepened. Dreams are like savings. You must
depositinthem regularly, even if the amount is
small. Otherwise, the account grows idle.
Some dreams, like recurring deposits, need
discipline — practice, effort, commitment.
Others, like current accounts, need flexibility,
quick withdrawals, immediate attention. And
some, like fixed deposits, mature only after
years of silent growth. But unlike money,
dreams don't earn compound interest if left
untouched. They decay. They rust. They lose
value with time. And yet — here lies the miracle
— unlike money, dreams never fully vanish. A
dormant dream can still be revived. A ledger
once silent can still be reopened. All it takes is a
first deposit. A little act. A small attempt. Write
a page. Speak at a small gathering. Sketch a
flower. Sing a note. Teach one child. Dreams
wait patiently. They only ask for breath.

My Own Revival
For years, | told myself my talents were
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VI.

Short Story

luxuries. That “real life” was banking, EMls,
responsibilities. But holding that old ledger, |
felta quiet rebellionrise inside me. Why should
speaking, writing, teaching remain dormant?
Why not reactivate those accounts? So, | began
small. | wrote articles for newspapers. | spoke
at college seminars when invited. | started a
YouTube channel, awkward at first, but slowly
steady. Each action was like depositing a small
amount into my dream ledger. And slowly, the
passbook of my soul began printing again.
Balance growing. Confidence compounding. A
different kind of wealth.

The Larger Truth

We live in a world obsessed with financial
accounts. Balance sheets. Profitand loss. CASA
growth. GDP. But what about the economy of
human dreams? How many painters became
clerks? How many poets became accountants?
How many singers now manage spreadsheets?
How many travellers now stamp attendance
registers? We measure progress in money, but
not in meaning. In transactions, but not in
transformations. Perhaps every branch, every
office, every street is full of ledgers of forgotten
dreams. Silent books waiting for someone to
blow the dust off.

An Encounter

One evening, while leaving office, | saw an old
man sketching on the pavement. He drew with
a piece of charcoal on cardboard. People
hurried past. | stopped. His lines were rough
but alive. | asked him, “Baba, you draw
beautifully. Did you always sketch?” He
chuckled, showing his toothless smile. “l was
once a school art teacher. Retired long back.
Children grown, gone away. Now | draw for
myself. It keeps me alive.” That moment struck
me like a signature on a cheque. Here was a
man who had not let his dream fully die. Evenin
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old age, he kept depositing. Small amounts.
Enough to keep the account alive.

The Call

The ledger in my hand that day was just paper
and ink. But the metaphor it gifted me was
priceless. | realised: every one of us is both
banker and customer in the bank of life. We
decide which accounts to keep alive. Which
dreams to deposit in. Which ledgers to reopen.
Perhaps the saddest obituary is not death itself
but the line: “Here lies a man whose dreams
felldormant.” So, | ask you—dear reader—open
your ledger tonight. Look at your forgotten
accounts. The guitar gathering dust. The half-
written manuscript. The travel bucket list. The
dance lessons you postponed. The exam you
wanted to attempt. Don't wait for someday.

VIII.

Someday is not a date on the calendar. It is an
excuse. Make a deposit today.

Closing Balance

As a banker, | have closed many accounts. As a
human, | have nearly closed my own. But | have
learnt this: Money, once gone, can sometimes
be earned back. Dreams, once gone, rarely
return. So, keep your dream accounts alive.
Balance them with responsibilities. But do not
abandon them. For, in the final audit of life, it is
not your bank statement that will matter, but
your dream statement. And when my last
ledger is tallied, | want it to show not just
numbers, but narratives. Not just deposits of
rupees, but deposits of meaning. That is the
true wealth. Thatis the real prize.

3k %k 3k %k %k
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“There is no doubt that creativity is the
most important human resource of all.
Without creativity, there would be no

progress and we would be forever
repeating the same patterns.”

— Edward de Bono

~
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“Creativity can solve almost any problem.
The creative act,

the defeat of habit by originality,

overcomes everything.”
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The Initiation

It all began innocently enough. Praveen, a 29-year-
old banker with a perpetual dark circle portfolio
and a liability of withering youth, decided to shoot
off an email to his HR team. His request wasn't
about promotion, arrears, or even transfer to his
home state. He simply asked for “assistance in
finding a suitable match”. Between his mounting
workload, shrinking salary (adjusted for inflation),
and declining “market demand” for bankers, he
was running a serious deficit in the matrimonial
index. “Kindly consider this as a long-term
investment in employee welfare,” he concluded
with the tragic optimism of a banker. (It has been
proposed to declare Optimism of Banker as a Gold
Standard in Being Hopeful - considering their track
record of being very optimistic about 5-day work
week since ages).

The reply arrived faster than a cheque return. HR
politely wrote back: “There are no such initiatives
from the bank at present. However, you may raise
the issue under the Employee Suggestion Scheme
or take it up with the Marketing or any other Dept
or your Union for further support. And as a starter,
we urge you to upload a decent photograph in
HRMS package with white background”

What HR thought was a routine brush-off soon
turned into history's costliest reply. Praveen, being
a man of procedure (and having zero weekend
plans anyway), dutifully raised the issue through
the Employee suggestion scheme, to the Union, in
his social media account and all the possible
departmental mail IDs that could fit in the vast
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vacuum of CC field in the mailbox. But this was no
ordinary suggestion box — it was an institutional
Pandora's box.

The Learning and Development section saw an
opportunity and designed a 10-module course for
transforming Bachelors into Eligible Bachelor
Bankers. It was mandatory for all the Bachelor
employees to complete all the 10 modules with
detailed assessment. The insurance department
launched a new product exclusively for Bachelors. If
the insured remains unmarried till 40, he will get all
the maturity benefits and the premium was
launched with a 30% discount for bank employees.
“Arrange brides for bankers...!” All the bachelor
Bankers started coming out in support of Praveen
(in support of themselves is silent). Soon they
formed a union and other major union fearing their
existence also decided to go on strike for the holy
cause of the Bride hunt for Bankers. Soon, in joint
meetings, the slogan was loud and clear: “Shaadi
aur Samman — Bachelor Bankers ka Adhikaar!”
(Marriage and Respect — The Right of the Bachelor
Banker!)

The Inflation

Social media soon caught fire. Memes spread faster
than rumours of a DA hike. A photo of Praveen
staring blankly at a passbook went viral with the
caption: “Credit Nil, Bride Nil.” Influencers posted:
“Normalize bankers leaving at 5 for dates.”
Meanwhile there was another round of talks held
between Union and Management with no fruitful
outcome.
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News panels debated the burning issue, touching
highest possible decibels: “What is the need for a
banker to get married, when he has chosen the
service industry he should sacrifice his personal life
and contribute to society”? someone said. “If a
Banker burns inside, economy burns outside”
another replied. The angry audience in the room
threw eggs at the panel. Mistakenly the egg hit the
anchor. “Curse of a Banker is very dangerous..!”
announced an astrologer in the following program.
And then there was another round of talk between
union and Management with no outcome. “Old
leaders cannot decide for us”, shouted minority
bachelor unions.

Studies started showing how being single has
contributed to the fall of Japan's economy. And a
Netflix documentary showcasing the pathetic
condition of Bachelor Bankers got released and was
nominated for Oscars - “This is absolute Cinema..!”
commented Martin Scorsese. Even Greta Thunberg
tweeted: “It's not just about liquidity, it's about
lovequidity! Save the Bankers, save the planet!”, it
was retweeted a million times. #SaveBachelor
Bankers became a trend.

As the international pressure mounted, the
Finance Ministry announced emergency relief
measures: Bankers to be released from work by 5
PM sharp, so they can “liquidate assets of
loneliness.” All Saturdays and Sundays were
declared holidays: one for housework, one for
heart-work. Bachelors Allowance was added to the
salary — officially earmarked for “dinner dates and
Uber fares.” 15 days of Bachelor's Leave annually to
“explore mergers and acquisitions of the heart”
was finalised.

Markets responded positively. Stocks of PSBs and
matrimonials soared to historic highs. Govt set up a
committee to nationalise matrimonial companies.
Analysts dubbed it “The Great Romantic Stimulus
Package.”
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The World Bank, not wanting to miss the trend,
created a special wing: Department of Bachelor
Bankers (DoBB), aiming to counsel them and
facilitate cross border alliances. World leaders
convened a summit where serious faces debated:
“Should we amend global labour laws for evening
liberty?” “Is speed dating to be classified as a
financial instrument?” “Do derivatives of heart
break count as NPAs?” The IMF floated soft loans
for struggling bachelors. The UN added “To end
bachelorhood of all eligible Bankers” as Sustainable
Development Goal 18.

The Realisation

Suddenly, Praveen's face was everywhere, except
on weddinginvitation cards. His brand value soared
higher than ECS return charges. Women tried their
shot, but his fans cried, “Our leader must stay
single!”. Marketing gurus warned him: “Marriage
will dilute your equity.” Praveen, drowning in the
pool of fame but starving for affection, felt
cornered. He was under such pressure; he was
ready to file a claim for emotional bankruptcy. The
dichotomy of fame had hit Praveen very strongly,
staring into the ceiling fan (the only thing that
revolved steadily in his life), Praveen pondered:
Was remaining unmarried the greatest investment
blunder of his career?

Suddenly, a thunderous sound shook him. Was it
divine intervention? Is God sending me an angel
with a Ringtone? No. It was his 9 AM alarm. The
bachelor crusade vanished like yesterday's
overdrawn dreams. Praveen rushed to iron his
crumpled shirt, cursing his crazy imagination. He
had no World Bank conferences to attend, only the
humble task of verifying signatures, clearing
cheques, and praying to close the batch by 8 PM.
Thus, the butterfly flapped its wings, and nothing
changed — except his TDS (Tired, Depressed and
Single).
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HTH| TR T Uah &1 2iteh, @HT UahT 3l 37T @ &l
T AT T BIel-|1 URaR, gX 619 &, Gg, et iR
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A 3ot 3aw & shopd, 9t st Araree footarT &
T T fEam G ot Seh ©X T /I ol

T e IR e “H A TH T ho[d et Ay
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em”’

T T e ey it STAfe oM 2w e e U o,
A AT Bl T AT He T A en”

% =l T2 g Rrm A ugt

T IAS TR AIE AT AT AT et A W I 7,
REIR N CIRARC NI

“TITER T T TR T T, SE hal WIS af T
ST Brer & 2, TE T TR 3E H & st

WY e - R 2025 - ST 2026 1304

(A Govemment of Indla Undertaking)

dolel 3215 Canara Bank@

39

TG o A0Y T U forn, Seearstt ¥ didt i T it
ST T 7| o & St &g oime 3 o & | |
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Turning twenty-eight as an unmarried woman in India
is not a birthday, it's a national crisis. The moment the
cake candles go out, aunties light their own torches. At
25you're “still young.” At 26 you're “still have time.” At
27 you're “better hurry.” But at 28? Oh no, at 28 you
become a national emergency. Suddenly your life is
not your life anymore, it's a community project. If the
government had a Ministry of Marriage Affairs, my
face would be on the warning posters.

Parents, who previously celebrated your
independence, now act like you are a ticking time
bomb. Every phone call from relatives becomes a
trigger. Their eyes suddenly carried the weight of “log
kya kahenge,” their voices developed a tremor every
time they heard about someone's cousin's daughter
getting engaged and our family Whatsapp group was
now 90% wedding photos of strangers, with captions
like “See beta, sheisyour age only.”

Neighbours who've never spoken to me feel entitled
to whisper, “Arre, she's 28 already... what is the
problem?”

The problem, dear society;, is ‘You'.

My parents have entered what | call the “Shaadi
Emergency Zone. They, who once proudly introduced
me as “our daughter, the banker,” now introduce me
as “our daughter, the..still single.” It's the verbal
equivalent of clearing your throat awkwardly. My
mother has developed the habit of sighing deeply
whenever she sees me watching Netflix, “Beta, if only
you invested this much time in Shaadi.com profiles,
you would have been married by now.”

My father, on the other hand, has turned into a
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stockbroker for rishtas. He pitches boys like mutual
funds:
* “Stable, low risk, fixed returns. IT job in
Bangalore.”
¢ “High package, foreign posting, long-term
growth potential. Some hair fall, but overall
promising.”
* “Entrepreneur type. Risky investment, but could
give high returns..if the startup survives.”

When parental pressure meets technology, the result
is online matrimony sites where you scroll through
profiles like a hungry shopper in a supermarket aisle. |
sometimes wonder if these sites were designed by a
committee that hates happiness.

The biodata circus:

The bio-data is India's weirdest invention. It's like a
glorified resume, but instead of highlighting your
achievements, it highlights your face, weight, height,
cooking ability. And these hobbies, oh my God. In real
life, my hobbies are binge-watching crime thrillers,
napping, scrolling reels, and stress-eating chips. But
on the bio data? Suddenly | am a “avid reader,
excellent cook, enjoys yoga.” Because it sounds better
than “Scrolls Instagram ftill sunrise.” Basically, my
biodata version of me could marry a prince. My real
version of me shouldn't be trusted with a pressure
cooker.

Arranged marriage is less about love and more about
sales pitches. Girls are listed as: “Fair, convent
educated, homely, knows embroidery.” Embroidery? |
haven't embroidered anything since 7th grade craft
class, and that project still looks like a spider had a
seizure on the cloth. The biodata is where reality
bends to fantasy. For girls, the biggest detail is “knows

Shreyas - December 2025 - January 2026 1304 ///47AF

v/ /



__________///

(HTRT TP FT SAHH)

Pofel b Canara Bank <

(A Govemment of Indla Undertaking)

Humorous Article

ﬁloaét’*f fafewe Syndicate

how to make round rotis.” Round rotis are not food,
they are a geometry test. The complexion column is
my favourite. “Fair, wheatish, dusky.” Excuse me, am |
a marriage candidate or a new shade of Lakme
foundation? Round rotis, complexion shades, cooking
ability — these are given more importance than
opinions, dreams, or sense of humour.

The boys are paraded like cars on OLX: “US return,
slightly balding, but great mileage.” “Software
engineer, family owns SUV, very decent condition,
only first-hand use.” And don't get me started on the
“salary expectations” column for boys. Apparently, his
package is a bigger deal than his personality. And the
vocabulary! Boys are always “handsome, ambitious,
modern yet traditional.” Girls are “simple, fair,
adaptable.”

The Family Interview: Kaun Banegi Dulhan?

Once the bio data passes the screening, it's time for
the Family Interview. Picture me sitting on one side
like a nervous contestant, and five strangers staring at
me like museum visitors staring at an artifact. The
questions come at you rapid-fire:

¢ “Do you know how to make round rotis?” (No
aunty, but | can order perfect round pizzas in 30
minutes orless.)

“Would you be okay living in a joint family?” (Yes,
provided you also provide noise-cancelling
headphones and personal Wi-Fi.)

“Are you religious?” (Of course. | religiously follow
Bigg Boss every season.)

Meanwhile, the boy, the so-called “groom,” usually
sits silently like a malfunctioning Alexa. Occasionally,
he'll look up from his phone to ask, “So..what are your
hobbies?” Bro, my hobby right now is surviving this
panel without crying. And the cherry on top? Parents
turn into marketing managers. My mother once cut
me off mid-sentence to proudly declare, “She's very
homely.” Homely? | wanted to shout, “No, Mom, tell
them I'm witty, resilient, and great at handling toxic
relatives.” But apparently, being “homely” sells better
than having a personality.

Now let's talk about the boys. Oh, the boys. There's
the IIT-1IM robot who talks only in PowerPoint slides.
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“In five years, | see us..in a duplex with two kids. Pie
chart here.” There's the Gym Bro whose bio-data says
“fitness enthusiast” but his arms look like inflated
balloons and his personality is protein powder.
There's the NRI package who only comes to India to
shop for brides like we're duty free items. “Yes, I'm
looking for something homely, fair, not too ambitious,
travel-friendly. Do you havein beige?”

Relatives: The self acclaimed Seema Aunty

As if this wasn't enough, relatives join the party.
Aunties turn into human Tinder algorithms. “Beta, my
cousin's neighbour's nephew's friend is perfect for
you.” If you reject, they gasp like you just rejected the
Nobel Prize. One aunty even said, “Don't be too
choosy, beta, girls of your age are already moms of
two.” Thanks aunty, now please go choke on your
Whatsapp forwards.

The Emotional Blackmail:

At some point, parents stop reasoning and start
emotional blackmail. “Do you want us to die without
seeing your wedding?”, “Your younger cousin is
engaged already.”, “Your biological clock is ticking.”
I'm sorry, but my uterus is not an alarm clock. Stop
treating it like one. Here's the grand twist: whether
you marry or not, society will never shut up. If you
marry, they'll gossip about your husband's salary. If
you don't, they'll gossip about your “attitude.”
Basically, the reality show never ends.

So, what's my conclusion?

At 28, I've realized I'm not some rejected stock in the
Rishta Exchange. I'm the premium IPO society can't
afford. The truth is, no matter what | do, someone will
always have an opinion. Too picky, too late, too
ambitious, too something. But here's my little plot
twist: I'd rather be “too much” than “settle for less.”
So while aunties keep whispering and my parents
keep sighing, I'll be out here living, laughing, binge-
watching crime thrillers, practicing fake round rotis for
fun and maybe even learning embroidery again, not
for marriage, but to stitch a giant banner that says:
“Mind Your Own Rishta”.
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CANARA BANK - <
PROUDLY CELEBRATES

Indian
Institte of
Banking & Finance

BANKI ﬁ\

CHA = AKYA |

- —— | ?“?E. ]
Canara Bank proudly celebrates its remarkable achievement of securing
Second Runner-Up position at the prestigious
Banking Chanakya Quiz 2026 National Finals,

conducted by [IBF, competing among over 5,000 teams nationwide.

This proud moment was made possible by the outstanding performance of

Mr. B.V. Rawi I'{UTI]HI'_ Associate Party Products Vertical, HOY)
} and Mr, Ri}-'ﬂ."_- R'E'-h'l'rl dTll; Manager (Karaikudi Branch,
I hem RO, Madurar C0)),

-

Their exceptional knowledge, dedication, and professional excellence -

have brought great honor to the Bank and pride to every Canarite.

Heartiest cnngratulatinns and best

wishes for many more milestones ahead.

- -
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CiIBM MANIPAL

A four-day inter-bank training program titled NARI
(Nurturing Aspiring Role Models in Inclusive Banking)
was held from January 6 - 9t", for women Executives
(Scale IV and V) from various PSBs and RRBs. The
program was inaugurated by Sri. Shreenath Joshi, GM
and CLO. Smt. R Anuradha, CGM, Retail Credit and
General Administration, delivered the inaugural
address highlighting the growing influence of women
in the financial sector. The programme focused on
emerging trends in banking and digital transformation,
leadership and decision-making skills, work- life
balance and stress management.

dofel b Canara Bank <A

(A Govemment of Indla Undertaking)

Circle News

of the campaign. Sri. Ranjeet Kumar Jha, GM and Circle
Head, Sri. Amarjit Singh, DGM along with all the
Executives and Circle Office Staffs participated in the
event.

BENGALURU

Sri. K Satyanarayana Raju, MD and CEO, along with
Sri. Bhavendra Kumar, ED visited Bengaluru Circle
Office on 20™ December to inaugurate the digital
display board showcasing the Bank's flagship products
and initiatives. Sri. Mahesh M Pai, CGM and Circle
Head, and other Circle Executives received the
dignitaries.

AHMEDABAD

As part of Digital Lending Process awareness
campaign, a mobile van publicity drive was conducted
across Motera, Chandkheda, Gandhinagar and
Sabarmati regions on 16" December, 2025. A
walkathon was also organised on the same day as part
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As part of CSR-Rural Development Initiative, a CSR
fund of X 22.50 Lakh was sanctioned to Subiksha Rural
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Development Society supporting rural upliftment,
based in Perambalur District, Tamil Nadu. Sri. Loka
Krishna Kumar, AGM, Namakkal RO, presided over the
function. Sri. Naveen Babu Nalli, CM, Perambalur
branch, and other RO Executives were present in the
event.

HUBBALLI

A review meeting, covering all Regional Offices, RAHs,
MSME Sulabhs, ACCs and MCB, was held on 22"
December. Smt. T.P. Jyothilekshmi, GM, Gold loan
Vertical, HO, chaired the meeting. Sri. Veerendra Babu
K, GM and Circle Head, Sri Jagdish Swamy, DGM, CO,
and other executives were present in the meeting. The
Circle's performance was reviewed and suitable
strategies for CASA mobilisation, retail and agriculture
advances, gold loans, recovery, compliance and
improvement in monthly rankings were discussed
during the meeting.

MANIPAL

Canara Bank, participated in the Udupi Paryaya
Horekanike Festival, reaffirming the Bank's legacy and

WY s - R 2025 - ST 2026 1304
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Circle News

commitment to community service. As a part of the
Horekanike festival, over 15 Canara Bank branded
vehicles carrying grains, pulses and vegetables were
offered. The ceremonial Pooja and yatra was
inaugurated by Sri. H K Gangadhar, GM and Circle
Head, Sri. Krishnaprasad, GM, GTPC and other
executives.

A Branch review meet for Q3 FY 2025-26 for Navi
Mumbai RO, was held on January 9" at Circle Office,
Mumbai. Sri. Ranjeev Kumar, CGM and Circle Head
chaired the meeting. Sri. P Saravanan, DGM,
Sri. Rajnish Kumar, DGM, Sri. Deepesh Dedhia, DGM,
CO, Mumbai and Sri. Deepak Saxena, DGM and RO
Head Navi Mumbai, Executives from Circle Office,
Regional Office, RAH and MSME Sulabh heads along
with Branch Heads and Section Heads were present in
the meeting. Business performance, key focus areas
and campaign initiatives were reviewed. Emphasis
was given on CASA growth and advances target
achievement within March 2026.

Sri. Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia, ED, along with Sri. Anant
Jalonha, Overseeing GM and Retail Asset Vertical
Head, HO, visited Pune Circle on 20t December, to
attend the Business review meet. Sri. Pramod Kumar
Singh, GM and Circle Head, along with Circle
Executives, Regional Heads, Branch Heads, and Heads
of RAHs, MSME Sulabhs, ARMs, LCB and MCBs, were
present during the meet. The Circle's performance
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was reviewed in detail and suitable suggestions were
provided to have effective business growth, CASA
mobilisation, asset quality improvement, strict
compliance and customer-centric growth.
shri. Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia
dlitive Dirsctor

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

dofel b Canara Bank <A

A E-Hundi cum Self Pooja Booking Kiosk was officially
inaugurated on 9% January, at the historic Sree
Padmanabha Swamy Temple, Thiruvananthapuram.
The first-of- its-kind initiative in Kerala, enabled
seamless UPIl-based donations and digital pooja
bookings. This facility was inaugurated by, His
Highness Avittam Thirunal Adithya Varma. Sri. Sunil
Kumar S, GM and Circle Head, Sri. Ashok Kumar, DGM,
Trivandrum South Regional Head, Sri. R V Sreekanth,
AGM, CO, and other Circle Executives attended the
event. As part of CSR activities, two Kiosks were also
provided by the Bank which were placed at the East
and North Nadas of the temple.

TIRUPATI

Sri. K Satyanarayana Raju, MD and CEO, visited the
Tirupati Circle on 6" December to review the Circle's
performance. Sri. | Panduranga Mithanthaya, GM and
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Circle Head, RO Heads of all 6 regions, MSME Sulabh
Heads and Branch Heads of VLB branches of Tirupati
RO along with the Executives of Tirupati Circle Office,
ARM, LDCs were present during the review. The
Circle's continuous top performance was appreciated
and the Bank's latest strategic and technological
developments were discussed during the meeting.

As part of CSR Activity, advanced scanner machines
were donated to the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) at Saptagiri check point, Alipiri. Sri. K
Satyanarayana Raju, MD & CEO, inaugurated the
function. Sri. K.V Murali Krishna, IPS and Chief
Vigilance and Security Officer also participated in the
event and appreciated the Bank' timely support. The
initiative aimed to enhance efficiency, speed of service
delivery and administrative processesat TTD.
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sRills sharpen.

success follows.”

\_

- Swami VivekRananda

“When discipline guides effort,
focus strengthens.
When focus strengthens,

When sRills sharpen,
confidence grows.
When confidence grows,
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Shreyas Contest 2025
1st Prize
English Poetry

| still owe my wife a song,

my son a bedtime story,

my mother a gentle rub on her tired feet

my father the comfort of

leaning on my shoulder

But the king keeps stealing my tomorrows,
mortgaging them to his battles
| am a ledger of unfinished debts
And he wants to balance me in blood

| looked into the broken mirror
my reflection fractured
a piece soldier, a piece son,
a piece husband, another piece a father
None of them complete,
All broken, all betrayed

Let me end this,
not as a hero sculpted on their medals,
but as a man unhooking
himself from their hooks
No trumpet will sound, no banner will wave
I'll fold my own flag, lower my own shadow
Let my last act be mine,
not their script for another martyr's tale

DAY s - st 2025 - ST 2026 11304
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Raghavendra B Kyadad
Officer
Dharwar Subhas RD Main

And when | return in a box,
Tell my boy | was not a coward,
Who died without sacrifice
Tell him | died,
as a strong protest
against vultures who wait
to glorify my death and call me martyr
and fool a thousand other needy lives
into trading their tomorrows
for someone else's throne
| shall return again, not as a ghost,
but as a story of protest, a legend
to warn the next sons
not to be lured into the trap of martyrdom

And | shall be complete at last,
Gathering every fragment of my fractured self,
Joining all the broken pieces of the mirror
And holding it before the King,

To show him his true demon face.

% % % %k k

(Dedicated to over 500 PSB officers
who have died by suicide in the last decade)
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Shreyas Contest 2025
2nd Prize q
English Poetry | am the river.

Older than your cities,
younger than your dreams.
| have carved my name through mountains,
not with fury—
but with patience sharper than any blade,
a patience that outlasts kingdoms.
| have tasted the salt of empires' tears,
heard prayers dissolve into rain,
seen lovers carve promises into my banks,
only for the seasons to wash them away.
Footprints fade, bridges crumble,
yet my current carries on—
steady, unstoppable, certain.
The tallest trees bow in time.
Even stone forgets its hardness
when | decide to stay.
And | will stay.
Winning?
It is not the frantic rush to the shore.

It is the courage to keep moving
when the world turns its back,
when silence is the only applause,
when the night is long and the moon is thin.
| laugh with the moon,
not for where | have been—
but for the horizon still waiting.
Because | am the river.

And the river remembers.

Basavraj Kulali
Officer
Head Office
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Special Feature
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SIGNING OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MolU)

WITH NBCC (INDIA) LTD
For construction of New Head Office Annex Building at
Manyatha Tech Park, Bengaluru

Estate Policy & Control Section, General Administration Vertical.Retail Credit & General Administration Wing

We are pleased to inform all staff members that Bank has initiated the construction of a State of the Art Head
Office Annex Building at our own plot measuring 1.24 acres, located inside the iconic Tech Park. The building
is planned as an iconic multi-storey construction with Triple Basement + 11 Floors, with futuristic design
standards.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed with National Building Construction Corporation
(India) Ltd, a Government of India Navaratna PSU on 30.12.2025 for the development of this prestigious
project. NBCC (India) Ltd with its extensive expertise in project management and execution of large-scale
institutional projects, will be the implementation partner for this landmark development.

The building is proposed to house various Verticals / Wings of Head Office upon completion, targeted by
30.06.2028.

From Left to Right Sri. Manmohan Singh (AGM, GA Vertical), Sri. Naveen Krishna (Project Executive, NBCC), Sri. Veerappa F P
(DM, GA Vertical), Smt Ramya AS (GM, NBCC), Smt R Anuradha (CGM, RC&GA Wing), Sri. Rama Naik K (GM, GA Vertical), Sri.
Mohan Kumar D C(DGM, GA Vertical), Sri. Sarath Krishnan S (Manager TFO, GA Vertical)
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The morning mist clung to the Lidder River like
memories we cannot quite shake off. As | stood on the
balcony of my modest guesthouse in Pahalgam,
sipping the traditional noon chai that had become my
morning ritual, | could not help but think how different
this trip felt from any other | had taken before.
Working at the bank for the past eight years, | had
grown accustomed to the sterile predictability of
spreadsheets and customer inquiries. But this journey
to Kashmir's crown jewel was not about vacation days
or Instagram photos - it was about finding something |
had lost afew months ago.

The incident still haunts me during quiet moments. It
was a Tuesday afternoon when Mrs. Uma, an elderly
pensioner, came to our branch in tears. Due to a
system error that | should have caught earlier, her
monthly pension had not been credited for two
months running. She broke down at my desk,
explaining how she had been surviving on borrowed
rice from neighbours, too proud to ask her children for
help. The weight of that moment - seeing how a simple
oversight could unravel someone's dignity - had been
eating away at me ever since. My manager assured me
it was not entirely my fault, that these things happen,
but the guilt had settled in my chest like a stone.

Kashmir, my colleague Mohan had suggested, was
where people went to find peace. The mountains have
a way of putting things in perspective, he had said, and
though | had initially dismissed it as travel brochure
wisdom, here | was, three days into what was
supposed to be a week-long soul-searching
expedition.

Pahalgam revealed itself slowly, like a shy child
warming up to a stranger. The first day, | had been too
caught up in the mechanics of travel - checking into the
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Pahalgam Reflections:
A Journey of Healing

Daita Ujwala
Officer
Tirupati CO

guesthouse, figuring out local transport, negotiating
with taxi drivers who quoted prices that made my
banker's brain wince. But by the second morning, the
Valley of Shepherds began to work its quiet magic.

| decided to trek to Baisaran, the Mini-Switzerland that
every local insisted | could not miss. The path wound
through dense pine forests where the air was so clean
it almost hurt to breathe after months of Delhi
pollution. Halfway up, | encountered Akram Ali, a local
shepherd in his sixties, resting with his flock of sheep.
Something about his weathered face and patient eyes
made me strike up a conversation.

Haji, you look like you carry the weight of the world, he
said in broken Hindi, offering me some of his simple
lunch - rotis and salted tea. There was no judgment in
his voice, just observation.

As we sat there, watching his sheep graze peacefully
against the backdrop of snow-capped peaks, | found
myself telling him about Mrs. Uma, about the
sleepless nights, about feeling like | had failed at the
one thing that should have been straightforward -
helping people manage their money safely. Akram Ali
listened without interruption, occasionally nodding. In
the mountains, he finally said, we learn that
avalanches happen. Sometimes a single pebble starts
it, sometimes it is just the weight of too much snow.
But the mountain does not blame itself for the
avalanche. It grieves, it heals, and then it stands strong
again for the next winter.

The simplicity of his metaphor hit me harder than any
corporate training session ever had. We parted ways at
sunset, and | never saw him again, but his words
followed me down the mountain.
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The next day brought me to Aru Valley, a pristine
meadow that stretched endlessly toward the Kolahoi
Glacier. | had hired a local guide, Azmal Bhai, a young
man studying to become a teacher. He was full of
stories about the valley's history, but what struck me
most was his resilience. He spoke casually about the
challenges his community faced - tourism disruptions,
harsh winters, limited opportunities - yet there was no
bitternessin his voice.

Every season teaches us something different, he said
as we walked through fields dotted with wildflowers.
Winter teaches patience, spring teaches hope,
summer teaches gratitude, and autumn teaches
letting go.

I thought about Mrs. Uma again, but this time with less
self-recrimination. She had called me the week before
| left for Kashmir to thank me for personally following
up on her case and ensuring she received her pending
amounts with interest. The damage was repaired, but |
had been so focused on the initial failure that | had
barely registered the successful resolution.

On my fourth day, | took the famous pony ride to
Chandanwari, the starting point for the Amarnath
pilgrimage. The pony-wallah, a chatty man named
Sandhani, shared stories of pilgrims he had guided
over the years. Some came seeking blessings, others
running from troubles, and many, he said with a
knowing smile, came to understand that both seeking
and running were part of the same journey.

The landscape around Chandanwari was stark and
beautiful - a moonscape of rocky terrain punctuated
by patches of snow even in late summer. Standing
there, surrounded by pilgrims and tourists from across
the country, | realized how small my troubles were in
the grand scheme of things, yet simultaneously how
valid my feelings of responsibility were. Both could be
true.

The evenings in Pahalgam became my favourite time.
The main market would come alive with vendors
selling everything from dried fruits to woollen shawils. |
had found a small chai shop run by an elderly couple,
Haji Mastan and his wife, who treated every customer
like family. Their own son worked in Srinagar, and they
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spoke of him with pride mixed with longing.

Children must fly to find their own sky, Haji Mastan
told me one evening. But we old ones, we stay to tend
the nest. There was wisdom in their acceptance, a
peace that came from understanding their role in the
larger story.

My last morning in Pahalgam, | returned to the Lidder
River where | had started this journey. The mist was
lifting, revealing the crystal-clear water rushing over
smooth stones. | thought about Mrs. Uma one more
time, but now the memory came with a different
texture. Yes, | had made an error that caused her
temporary hardship. But | had also been the one to
personally ensure it was fixed, to stay late that evening
calling different departments, to follow up daily until
her dignity was restored.

The mountains had taught me what Akram Ali meant
about grieving and healing. | grieved for the pain | had
inadvertently caused, but | could also acknowledge
the care with which | had worked to repair it. The guilt
would always be there, a reminder to be more careful,
but it no longer had to define my entire sense of
professional worth.

As the taxi wound its way back toward Srinagar airport,
| carried with me more than just photographs and
souvenirs. | brought back the shepherd's wisdom
about mountains and avalanches, the guide's
understanding of seasons and their lessons, and the
chai-wallah's acceptance of life's complexities.

Returning to Delhi, to the familiar rhythm of the bank,
| felt different. Mrs. Uma visited our branch the
following week for a routine transaction, and when
she smiled and asked if | had had a good trip, | realized
that healing - both hers and mine - had indeed taken
place.

Kashmir had not erased my mistake or my
responsibility, but it had shown me how to carry both
with grace. In the Valley of Shepherds, | had learned to
be gentle with myself while remaining committed to
doing better. And sometimes, that is the most

profound journey of all.
%k %k %k *k *k
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--------- WORD QUEST ------------- --------- Finish the Lines -------------

Fin_d the hi_dden vyords and Let's see how creative you are! Simply read the
enjoy a quick brain break. sentences below and complete the lines.

tltlslplrlulalelely Ansvyersmayvary:afewsampleresponsesare
provided for reference:
K{LIH|UISITIL|E|R|A 1. Agood day at work begins ..........cccevevveeeeenn.
CIlO|O|L|(P|L|A|Y|E|C 2. Success feels better when ..........cccceeeeenes
AlTlulv!ii!BlE|ID|E|H 3. Happinessis finding time ........cccccvvvveeeeee...
4. Coffee tastes better when .........cccvvveveeeeeee.
LIOWIP|E|A|C|E|L|T .
5. Mondays feel easier when ..........cccccuveeee..
M{C/H| T |L|LIP|IF|K|L 6. Every challenge teaches us .........cccccovrunnnenn.
SIM|IT|L|E|[T|Y[U[I]|I 7. Asmall act of kindness can .........ccocvveeeeenne.
TIRIEINIDIYIAININIK 8. Progress begins the moment .........cccceeeeeee.
9. My favourite way to relax is .........cccccvvvveeeen.
W I |N|D/H|O|P|E|D|E y Y
10. At the end of the day, work
S|IT|IR|E|N|G|T|H|I |T feels meaningful when — .oooooveveeeieee.
9JUDJ3YIp B Sayew I 0T awoy 1e 8uluana 1@Inb e g
dais 354y ayz ey am ™ g Aep s ,auoawos aueyo: ‘/
jusned aiow 9q 0} ‘9 Apeas siueld sy ‘g
Ajaea syeis Aep ayy v 9|lws pue asned 03 ‘¢
paJeyssi iy g 19spulw aanisod e yym ‘T
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Breezing Through

Japanis Gentle Autumn! Breeze

Reveling in Tokyo's Frenzy, Seeking Serenity in Fuji's calm

Shreyas Contest 2025
2nd Prize
Travelogue

After a 16-hour flight from Chennai, we arrived at
Narita International Airport. The tiredness of the
long journey instantly faded away as we entered the
calm, tranquil atmosphere of the airport. Its
minimalistic design — with warm whites and soft
beiges — created a soothing environment.
Immigration was seamless. The sticker-type
Japanese visa with our photo felt like a souvenir in
itself to cherish. With our passports stamped, our
journey through autumnal Japan began —a blend of
Tokyo's vibrant energy and Mount Fuji's serene
beauty.

Autumn's welcome

We timed our trip during November to witness
Japan's spectacular autumn foliage. November is
the peak fall season in Japan, with temperatures in
Tokyo ranging from 8 to 15 degrees Celsius. When
we entered Tokyo, we were welcomed by a gentle
cold breeze and trees painted in various hues of
brown, green, and yellow amidst towering
skyscrapers. Despite being one of the busiest
megacities in the world, Tokyo has well-integrated
green spaces in its urban planning, throughout
every district.

Settlingin

We stayed at APA Hotels in Roppongi, with a bird's
eye view of the city from our room on the 15 floor.
The floor space was considerably small, focusing on
utility and comfort. In Japan, designs are usually
compact and minimalistic yet functional and
aesthetic, prioritizing efficiency over luxury. This is
due to several factors, including culture, geography,
and functionality. Japan is a mountainous country
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with only one third of its land flat, which makes cities
densely populated. The Japanese follow the cultural
principle of 'Ma', emphasizing intentional and
efficient use of open spaces. Moreover, compact
designs allow for efficient public transportation and
more open green spaces around the city. Another
notable feature that caught our attention was the
'smart toilet' which is a standard in most places.
These washlets have built-in water sprays, heated
automated toilet seats and air dryers. Its
widespread adoption depicts Japanese emphasis on
hygiene and their largely aging population,
demonstrating how technology can improve the
lives of common people.

Safin Ahmed S

Customer Service Associate
Trichy Collectorate

Shinjuku

After a short, refreshing nap, we went to Shinjuku,
one of Tokyo's liveliest districts. The entire area was
uniquely Asian, filled with neon-lit vibrant colors
and huge digital boards flashing advertisements.
The neighborhood buzzed with energy as locals
unwound after long office hours in the bars of
Kabukicho streets, while tourists explored the
karaoke joints and eateries along the aroma-filled
Sakura Dori Street. Next to Shinjuku Station is a
narrow alley from the post—World War |l period
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called Omoide Yokocho (literally “Memory Lane”).
This area, tucked amid Tokyo's modern skyscrapers,
belongs to another era. It remains the nightlife hub
of the post-war period and still preserves its
nostalgic charm. The alley is very narrow—barely
enough space for two people to walk side by
side—with numerous stalls serving drinks and
yakitori (grilled chicken skewers). One can
experience old Tokyo by dining in this alley of
stacked narrow stalls. We had our dinner there
before winding down the day.

i '.llI""."

Shibuya

The next day, we decided to explore places in and
around Shibuya. We started with the Meiji Shrine
Inner Garden and Yoyogi Park. As mentioned earlier,
Tokyo's urban landscape embraces large open green
spaces for recreational and environmental
purposes, making it a well-planned city that coexists
with nature. The Meiji Shrine garden is a serene,
calm green space leading to the shrine. In contrast,
Yoyogi Park, located right next to Meiji Shrine, is
more free-spirited and buzzing with social life.
People lounge on walks, jog, and walk their pets. Itis
also a casual social spot for leisurely chats. On
weekends, local bands can be found jamming or
practicing dance or martial arts. It feels like a live
symphony when the ginkgo trees shed their golden
autumn leavesin the gentle November breeze.
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Next, we headed to Shibuya Crossing, one of
Tokyo's most iconic scenes, often featured in
movies. It is a heavily crowded intersection where,
once the light turns red for cars, thousands of
people stream in from all directions across the
crosswalks — diagonal, straight, and sideways —
making the scene look like waves of people moving
in harmony, then scattering like ripples when the
lights change again. You can get a clear aerial view of
this chaotic yet organised flow of humanity from
nearby vantage points. Many tourists gather here to
watch the spectacle unfold, along with hundreds of
office workers, students, and locals. It is a fantastic
experience, especially after the neon lights of the
city come alive. Near the crossing stands the
Hachiko statue, erected in honour of the dog who,
even after his owner's death, waited for nearly ten
years at the station, returning there at the same
time daily. It is an iconic symbol of loyalty and
devotioninthe city.

As we walked around the city at night, we saw the
trees and streets illuminated magnificently. It was
around Christmas time, and beautifully decorated
illuminated spots were scattered all around the city,
adding magictoJapan's unique autumn scene.

Tokyo Skytree

On day three, we began our exploration with the
Tokyo Skytree in Sumida City, which is an icon of
Japan's modern architecture. Standing at 634
meters, itis the tallest tower of its kind and currently
the third tallest structure in the world. The Skytree
serves not only as an aesthetic landmark but also
has a utilitarian purpose - broadcasting for the
entire Kanto region (Tokyo and the surrounding
areas). Public access is allowed up to 450 meters,
where floor-to-ceiling glass panels offer an
unobstructed view of the city and beyond. The
highlight of this viewing gallery is the spiral ramp,
which gives you the sensation of walking in the sky. It
is truly a surreal experience to see the city's ocean of
lights from such a height. The tall skyscrapers
appear as densely packed sparkling stars, speeding
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cars become shooting
stars, and illuminated
river pathways and
bridges transform into
rainbows, stretching
from above the sky to
below. Afterward, we
took a leisurely stroll
along the banks of the
Sumida River. The
Sumida-gawa river cuts
through the city and
drains into Tokyo Bay. It
has been an important inland waterway since
ancient times. Numerous bridges span the river,
each shining with a unique combination of lights at
night, which, along with the gentle rhythm of the
water, create a serene and calming atmosphere.

Sensoji Temple

We then crossed the river and reached the other
side, Asakusa. At the heart of Asakusa is Sensoji
Temple, the oldest and most revered Buddhist
temple in Tokyo. As we approached the temple, the
traditional Buddhist culture and heritage filled the
air. The entrance to the temple is marked by a huge
gate called Kaminarimon (Thunder Gate), with a
giant red lantern hanging from it. This is one of the
most photographed places in Tokyo. On either side
of the gate stand two fierce guardian statues: the
thunder god Raijin and the wind god Fujin. Next to
the gate is Nakamise-dori, the famous souvenir
street selling traditional handicrafts and local
delicacies. On the temple grounds, another
interesting ritual caught our attention: Omikuji, or
fortune telling. It begins by shaking a metal cylinder
until a thin wooden stick with a number engraved on
it pops out. The number corresponds to a drawer
from which you pick a slip. The slip reveals your
fortune, ranging from Great Blessing to Great Curse
and everything in between. If you receive a good
fortune, you keep it as a charm; if it bears bad luck,
you tie it onto a designated spot, praying to the gods
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to mitigate the curse. We each tried our luck, and
the experience felt deeply ceremonial.

Fujisan

After spending three days in Tokyo, we departed for
Fujikawaguchiko, one of the well-known rural towns
surrounding Mt. Fuji. This town is popular with both
tourists and locals as a leisurely getaway. As we
moved away from the bustling metropolis, the
tightly packed buildings grew sparse, the
multistoreyed skyscrapers gave way to shorter
structures, and the noise of traffic faded. Neon lights
were replaced by warm sunlight, and towering
digital billboards gave way to simple wooden
hoardings. Life began to feel slow, relaxed, and
soulful.

Mt. Fuji is Japan's tallest mountain, standing at
3,776 meters. Itis an active volcano, though it hasn't
had any significant eruptions recently. Beyond its
physical presence, it represents a significant part of
Japanese cultural and spiritual heritage. The
Japanese call it Fujisan; although 'san' literally
means mountain, it is also an honorific, reflecting
the reverence for this sacred peak.

On the day of our journey, the air was clear and the
sky was cloudless — a blessing for anyone chasing
Fuji's elusive beauty. At first, the mountain
appeared only in fleeting glimpses between clusters
of trees and city buildings, almost teasing us from
afar. But as the train rolled further, the distant
silhouette grew sharper, and then, suddenly, it was
thereinitsfull glory. The first sight was breathtaking,
the snow-capped peak rising tall, perfectly
symmetrical, commanding the landscape with silent
majesty. It felt almost surreal, a quiet moment of
awe and excitement that words could barely
contain.

Fujikawaguchiko

After checking into our room in the evening, we
ventured out to roam around the city. However, in
late November, the sun sets in Fujikawaguchiko well
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before 5 p.m., marking the arrival of winter. The city
comes to a complete halt after sunset, with dim
streetlights and only a few convenience stores and
eateries open. So, we decided to finish our dinner
and start sightseeing the next morning.

The temperatures here were slightly lower than in
Tokyo, dropping to around 0 degrees Celsius during
late nights and early mornings. We enjoyed a
relaxing campfire on the rooftop. It was a refreshing
break after the energetic days spent exploring
bustling Tokyo, and with some exciting days ahead in
Osaka.

Lake Kawaguchiko

At 6 in the morning, we set off for Lake Kawaguchiko
on a bicycle. It felt like living in a retro film — old
houses with traditional architectural designs,
basking in the warmth of the early morning sun,
which was just perfect after a chilly night. Trees were
painted in shades ranging from light yellow to fiery
red maples. We were lucky to have a clear view of
Mt. Fuji that day. It didn't feel like an inanimate
object at all, neither to me nor to the locals. It stood
like an older brother watching over us.. Perhaps this
is what they mean by living in harmony with nature —
asense that often fades amid years of a productivity-
oriented lifestyle prioritizing efficiency over
creativity or community. On our way, we noticed
that Japanese drivers give priority to pedestrians
and cyclists, stopping to let them pass and in return,
the pedestrians often bow as a gesture of respect.
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This stood in stark contrast to the fast-paced
vehicles and chaotic traffic of our metros.

Finally, we reached Lake Kawaguchiko. The scenery
opened into a wide lawn with neatly trimmed
grasses turning yellow and ochre, like a golden
carpet before the majestic mountain. The mountain
stood tall and bright with snow-capped peaks in the
rising sun. Words cannot describe the feeling |
experienced here. Unlike other places where we felt
excited and energetic, here there was a sense of
peace and absolute stillness. We were lucky to be
the only people there in the early morning. Just
sitting there felt like meditation with nature. There
was absolute silence, except for the soft ripples of
water, the gentle flow of a cold breeze, and the soft
fall of red maple leaves in the wind. The moment felt
like enlightenment, resetting a cluttered mind and
reminding me of the art of doing nothing. It
highlighted the importance of rest—not as doing
something different from the routine, but as doing
absolutely nothing. In this place, | started to realise
the Japanese principle of 'Ma‘, that only an
uncluttered open mind can be filled with happy,
beautiful things.

After spending some peaceful time by the lake, we
checked out and departed Fuji by afternoon, bound
for Osaka. For many first-time visitors, the
Tokyo—Fuji—Osaka route—known as Japan's
“Golden Circuit”—offers a blend of the country's
most iconic experiences. Tokyo dazzles with its
ultramodern cityscape and fast pace; Fuji embodies
quietude and spiritual stillness; Osaka excites with
its vibrant food scene and electric nightlife; while
Kyoto reflects the heart of Japan's deep traditions
and culture. Though Osaka and Kyoto deserve more
detailed accounts beyond this travelogue's scope,
mentioning them completes the classic Japanese
itinerary. My journey through Tokyo's exhilarating
city life, Fuji's tranquil foothills, and the subtle
harmony found throughout Japan has deepened my
appreciation for this timeless and captivating

country.
3k %k %k %k k
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PRSI National Awards 2025

House Journal (English)

Third Prize

Canara Bank
Bengaluru

.ijrﬂ*ﬂ'-

. LR Sy

f-z';j.;z. PUBLIC RELATIONS SOCIETY OF INDIA

Canara Bank's In House Magazine — “Shreyas” won the 3rd Prize in the category of
Corporate Communications - Best House Journal — “English” conducted by the Public
Relation Society of Indiaon 13.12.2025 held at Dehradun.

The PRSI National Awards, presented by the Public Relations Society of India (PRSI) (the
National body for PR/Communication professionals), are India's highest accolades for
excellence in Public Relations and Communication, recognizing creative contributions
from corporate bodies, Government, and professionals in diverse fields like Corporate
Communications, Digital Media, Corporate Campaigns, and CSR.
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Union Budget 2026-27 has attempted to achieve a fine balance between growth and fiscal consolidation
objectives. By estimating fiscal deficit at 4.3% the Budget has attempted to stick to the fiscal glide path
though thereis a significant increase in borrowing numbers compared to the previous Budget. There is focus
on Manufacturing, MSMEs, Financial Sector, Services, Employment & Skill Development, Infrastructure,

Urbanization and Fiscal Consolidation.

There are no significant or path breaking measures and this can be termed as a cautious budget. As the past
measures have resulted in a growth rate exceeding 7%, big bang measures were perhaps considered
unnecessary. But capex outlay has been hiked by 9% and a credible debt consolidation path has been
announced with debt to GDP ratio for FY27 expected to decline to 55.6% from 56.1% in FY26. As expected,

fiscal deficit will be brought down to 4.3% from 4.4%.

Table 1: Budget Arithmetic

X Lakh Cr, % FY26RE FY27BE Y/y, %
Net Tax Revenue 26.74 28.67 7.4
Non Tax Revenue 6.66 6.70 0.60
Non-Debt Capital Receipts 0.55 1.17 112.72
Total Revenue 34.00 36.50 7.35
Revenue Expenditure 38.69 41.25 6.61
Capital Expenditure 10.96 12.22 11.50
Total Expenditure 49.65 53.47 7.69
Source: Budget documents
Budget Announcements & Impact
Announcement Impact

1 Fiscal measures

e The debtto GDP ratio proposed to be brought down
t055.6% from 56.1%in FY26.

e Fiscal deficittodeclineto4.3%from4.4%in FY26.

e 1.4 lakh crore to be granted to State in FY27 as per
16" Finance Commission recommendation.
However, the share of States remains unchanged at
41%

The proposed reduction in debt GDP ratio will offer
credibility about fiscal health to global rating agencies
and reduce overseas cost of borrowings for domestic
institutions. The aim is to bring down the metric to
50% (+or—)1% by 2031.
As gross borrowing is expected to be X 17.28 lakh cr
and State borrowings are also expected to stay
elevated G-Secyields across the curve are expected to
harden by 5-6 bps, despite lowerindicative deficit.
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Announcement Impact
2 Infrastructure and Public capex: Capex spend is budgeted | The hike in public capex comes to 9% and X 1 lakh
to increase from X 11.2 Lakh Cr to X 12.2 lakh Cr in FY27. | crore in absolute terms, keeping pace with the
Measuresinclude: previous years. However, as a share of nominal GDP;

the share of public capex shows a slight decline to

e X2lakhcrinterestfree capexloansto States. 3.1% from the earlier 3.2%.

e Infrastructure Risk Guarantee Fund for partial credit

guaranteesto lenders. Recycling of real estate assets of CPSEs involves

e Recycling of real estate assets of CPSEs through the | Pooling the real estate assets of Central PSUs into
setting up of dedicated REITs. REITs, selling these gnlts t'o investors and' pIoughln'g

] ) ) ] the money thus raised into these projects. This

e Establishment of new Dedicated Freight Corridors. increases the pool of REITs as there are only a handful

e Operationalizing 20 new National Waterways | atpresent.Liquidityin REITs willincrease.

connecting mineral rich areas, industrial centers and
ports. Dedicated freight corridors, waterways and ship

Setti f <hi . . repair ecosystems will facilitate reduction of logistics
® Setting up of ship repair ecosystem catering 1o | ( g |ndia's logistics cost continues to be on the

inland waterways. Coastal Cargo Promotion Scheme higher side vis-a-vis peers.
to increase the share of inland waterways and

coastal shipping from 6% to 12% by 2047. Sectoral impact: Infrastructure, Banks, Infra-
Financing NBFCs

3 Energy Security: The Carbon Capture Utilization scheme is aimed at
Scheme to ensure Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage | sectors where switching to renewable energy is hard.
with an outlay of ¥ 20000 Cr; Extension of Basic Customs | The carbon capture scheme helps these sectors
Duty on capital goods used in Lithium-ion cells; BCD | reduce ’their carbon intensity This UEEEE .heIps
exemption on goods for nuclear [power projects till 2035; domestic manufacturers with high carbon emission to

Exclusion of value of biogas used in blended CNG from I T8 (el A ey CH AR
. context of carbon taxannounced by EU.
central excise duty.

Moreover, such captured carbon can be converted
into products like green urea. Power, steel, cement,
refineries and chemical sectors will benefit.

BCD exemption will incentivize import of lithium
batteries and promote EV ecosystem while nuclear
power sector also receives a boost, reducing
dependence on thermal power.

Sectoral impact: Cement, Steel, Power, Refineries
and Chemicals

4 Urbanization: Focus on Tier Il and Il cities as well as temple towns
e Focus on Tier Il and Tier Ill cities as well as temple | will create an enabling ecosystem for industries, start-

towns ups and GCCs to develop as metros and Tier 1 cities

7 High-Speed Rail corridors between cities are on the verge of saturation. This step increases

economic growth by ensuring better connectivity and
reducing logistics costs.

Sectoral impact: Logistics, housing, data centers,
GCCs
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Announcement Impact
5 Ease of doing business measures: These measures go a long way in promoting a

e Individual Persons Resident Outside India (PROIs) | business-friendly climate which in turn helps attract
will be permitted to invest in equity instruments of | foreign direct investments. This is needed for
listed Indian companies through the Portfolio | overseas investments to flow to India and for
Investment Scheme (PIS). reduction in exchange rate volatility.

® Reduced Tax Collected at Source (TCS) on overseas
tour package from 5% and 20% to 2% and for | Some of these measures like TCS reduction will
education and medical purposes from 5% to 2% promote overseas travel and make it less costly for

® TDS on Supply of manpower services to be either | overseastravel foreducation and medical purposes.
1% or 2%.

e Enable depositories to accept Form 15G/ 15H from | MAT is not only reduced but is also the final tax. This
taxpayers holding securities in multiple companies. implies carry forward of excess MAT may not be

e Time available for revising returns extended from possible though cash flow positions of those who
31t Decemberto up to 31°* March with the payment | struggled to utilize previous credits will abate. This
of a nominal fee and for non-audit business cases or | will also nudge corporates to move towards the 22%
trusts are proposed to be allowed time till 31°* | taxrate regime without exemptions.

August.

e Allowing taxpayers to update their returns even | Share buyback to get costlier. De-criminalization of
after reassessment proceedings at an additional 10 | various provisions and facility to settle cases with
percenttaxrate. penalties reduce litigation and transaction costs.

® Non-production of books of account and documents
and requirement of TDS paymentis decriminalized. Sectoral impact: MSMES, individuals

e Immunity from prosecution with retrospective
effectfrom 1.10.2024 for non-disclosure

e Exemptionfrom Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) to all
non-residents who pay tax on presumptive basis.

e Tax buyback for all types of shareholders to be taxed
as Capital Gains. However, promoters will pay an
additional buyback tax. MAT is proposed to be made
final tax.

e Honest taxpayers willing to settle disputes will now
be able close cases by paying an additional amount
inlieu of penalty.

6 Manufacturing sector: These measures will complement Make in India,
® Focus on cities with a population of more than | boost manufacturing competitiveness and augment
5lakhs. exports of manufactured goods. This is an

e India semi-conductor Mission 2.0 announced with | opportunity for India to be self-reliant in sectors like
anoutlay of 40000 cr. semiconductors where we are currently dependent

e Scheme for Rare Earth Permanent Magnets, | on other countries. Manufacturing GDP growth will
research, mining, processing and manufacturing. sustain above 7%.

e Dedicated chemical parks.

e Scheme for manufacture of affordable sports goods. These measures are favorable for textiles and leather

e Electroniccomponent manufacturing scheme. manufacturers.

e Scheme for container manufacturing and integrated
scheme for textiles. The one-time measure to facilitate sale in domestic

e Scheme for high value construction and infra | tariff areas will help small and medium enterprises
equipment. adverselyimpacted by global headwinds.
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Announcement

Impact

6 °

Extension of time on export of final product from the
existing 6 months to 1 year, for exporters of leather
or textile garments, exemption from basic customs
duty on specified parts used in the manufacture of
microwave ovens.

Exemption from basic customs duty on components
and parts used in aircraft manufacturing.

A special one-time measure to facilitate sale in
domestic tariff area at concessional rate of duty by
eligible manufacturing units of SEZs.

Sectoral impact: SME, Semiconductors, Electronic
Goods, Textiles, Leather, Mining, Construction
Equipment.

7 MSME Sector focus measures:

Dedicated 10,000 crore SME Growth Fund.
Top up the Self-Reliant India Fund (2021) with
X2,000crore.

These measures will help MSMEs to navigate the
headwinds caused by global headwinds not only by
reducing transaction and compliance costs but also by
improving their cash flow positions.

Bharat.

e STT on futures and options to be hiked by 150% and

50%.

e Incentive of X100 Cr for a single issuance of

municipal bonds.

e Power Finance Corporation and rural electrification

corporationto be restructured

e Corporate Mitras to Tier Il and Ill cities to support
MSMEs Invoice discounting will de risk financiers and improve
e Mandate TReDS as the settlement platform for all | credit flow. Linking TReDS to Government e-market
purchases from MSMEs by CPSEs, place will enable lenders to observe real time
e Introduce a Credit Guarantee Support mechanism | transactions.
through CGTMSE for invoice discounting on the
TReDS platform. This will in turn boost employment generation and
e TReDS receivables as asset backed securities, to | exportperformance of MSMES.
develop a secondary market and enhance liquidity
and settlement of transactions
8 Services sector Foreign companies wishing to set up data centers and
e Clubbing of services under a single category of | GCCs in India will benefit through these measures.
information technology services with a common | Global GCCs have emerged as huge employment
safe harbour margin of 15.5%. generators with these GCCs and data centres
e Continuation of safe harbour for a period of five | reportedly employingaround 19 lakhs.
years at the company's choice. For IT services
increasing from X300 crore to 2,000 crore Sectoralimpact: GCCs, IT services
e Provision of tax holidays until 2047 to foreign
companies providing cloud services to global
customers through India-based data centre
9 Financial sector: High level committee on banking is intended to usher
e High level Committee on banking to align with Viksit | in major reforms which might include measures

relating to equity ownership, governance and steps to
scale up banks to global levels.

Hike in STT on futures and options is intended to
discourage retail participation. A SEBI study had
found that 90% of traders in the F&O segment incur
losses
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Announcement Impact
9 e Comprehensive review of FEMA (non-debt | Corporate bond marketscould become more liquid.
instruments) rule. Finer details on restructuring PFC and REC have not
e Market making framework and total return swaps | emerged and it may be a merger as currently REC is
for corporate bonds the promoter of PFC holding a majority stake.
10 Agriculture and farm incomes These measures support entrepreneurs engaged in
e Dedicated programme for horticulture & animal | these areas which will augment employment income
husbandry generation. Moreover, India's agriculture exports will
e Dedicated programme for Indian cashew and cocoa, | increase.
fisheri I fisheri .
> erles.and sandz? wood a.nd > .erles segments Agri GDP growth is likely to improve from the current
e Bharat Vistaar for integrating Agri Stack portals and
. . . trend growth rate of 3 to 3.5%% on account of these
ICAR package on agricultural practices using
1A . measures.
Artificial intelligence
Sectoral impact: Agriculture & food processing
Overallimpact
> Asborrowing programme would be high bond market yields are likely to stay elevated.
» MSME sector will benefit from the incentives announced including TReDS linkage with GeM portal
and measures to improve cash flow positions.
> Steel, Cement, Thermal Power, Refineries, Defence, Logistics, Transport & Shipping, Chemicals,
Textiles, Food Processing, Toys and Leather Sectors to benefit.
> Incentives by way of duty reduction on inputs for lithium-ion batteries and nuclear reactors are
beneficial for EVs and will encourage private investment in nuclear reactors.
> Outbound travel for education, tourist and medical purposes toincrease.
> Carbon utilization and storage scheme to promote carbon emission reduction and alignment with
standardsin our export destinations.
> Hike in capex outlay will boost overall economic growth. However private capex has to catch up.

%k 3k %k %k %k

Hike in STT on futures and options to reduce speculative risky derivative trades.

Disclaimer

Views / opinions expressed in this research publication are views of the research team and not necessarily that of Canara
Bank or its subsidiaries. The publication is based on information & data from different sources. The Bank or the research

team assumes no liability if any person or entity relies on views, opinion or facts and figures finding in this report.

OOVDOWE® 6

Economic Research Section
Madhavankutty G (Chief Economist)
Tanzin Topen |Ankit Gupta |Sreejith T
For Suggestions and Views Please Contact, Economic Research Section (hoersection@canarabank.com)
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Shreyas, in homage to Canbank’s departed souls, Death, said Milton, is the golden key

pray that they rest in bliss, in eternal peace.

that opens the palace of eternity.

Name Staff No| Designation Branch Expired on

ARUN KUMAR GOSWAMI 744263 OFF ASSISTANT GHAZIABAD WAVE CITY 15-08-25
RAJEEV KUMAR 789554 OFFICER SIMDEGA TOWN 23-08-25
GITHA GOVINDAIAH 605124 OFF ASSISTANT CHITTOOR 31-10-25
S. RAJENDER 84575 MANAGER HYDERABAD-11 MSME SULABH | 07-10-25
B MANIKANTAN PILLAI 527864 OFF ASSISTANT QUILON CUR CHEST 10-10-25
HEMANT SINGH 89465 SR MANAGER AGRA 1 REGIONAL OFFICE 16-10-25
BIDYUT KALITA 117048 OFFICER MANOHARPUR 16-10-25
M SIVASANKAR 66116 CSA MAGECHERUVU 17-10-25
NAEEM UDDIN AHMAD 108324 MANAGER ADAVI SOMAPUR 24-10-25
JAI BAHADUR SINGH 74270 OFF ASSISTANT FAIZABAD REKAB GUNIJ 25-10-25
RANGARAIJ S 69932 CSA KARAMADAI 04-11-25
PRAKASH 62952 HKCUM OFF ASST | JODHPUR CHOPASANI ROAD 06-11-25
AJAY KUMAR JHA 103833 CSA JAMSHEDPUR SAKCHI 09-11-25
GANESH NAG 80933 CSA PADAMPUR 13-11-25
MITHU BANIK 100205 HK CUM OFF ASST | MEMARI 16-11-25
NILESH SADASHIV SURVE 92834 ARM GRD/SECGRD | KALWA 22-11-25
SANGEETA CHOUDHARY 782272 MANAGER B’lore 100 FT RD KALYANNAGAR | 24-11-25
KAILASH KUMAR 119788 OFFICER JAGRAON 25-11-25
ADYA TRIPATHI 836088 OFFICER MUMBAI SME BRANCH 25-11-25
ATIN KUMAR 743039 OFFICE ASSISTANT | ALLAHABAD CURRENCY CHEST 25-11-25
JYOTI VIDHYARTHI 71363 MANAGER DELHI TAGORE GARDEN 02-12-25
N SHIVA KUMAR 520700 DR-CUM-OFF ASST | HEAD OFFICE BENGALURU 10-12-25
SUNIL KUMAR 555739 OFF ASSISTANT DABLA (BUDHAJOHAR) 13-12-25
SUNIL KUMAR 621830 OFF ASSISTANT DHARAMPUR KALAN 15-12-25
AHMAR ABBAS ZAIDI 109749 OFFICER VARANASI REGIONAL OFFICE 16-12-25
KAMAL SINGH 492021 OFF ASSISTANT BINDU BULAKI 23-12-25
RAJINDER ANEJA 64354 MANAGER FAZILKA 27-12-25
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Book Review

Crypto the Disruptor -

The rise of Money from Barter to Bitcoin
— Mukesh Jindal

From the dawn of history to the age of artificial intelligence, the story of
human progress has always been driven by one simple need - 'survival'.

il
Evolution has paved its way from the basic life forms to complex
civilizations, shaped by constant adaptation and the instinct to endure.

Overtime, this instinct to survive transformed into the ability to innovate,

allowing the human race to move beyond mere existence and create tools, TH F DISRLUPTC
systems and technologies that improved their living environment. The ; T

book, “Crypto the Disruptor - The rise of Money from Barter to Bitcoin” TH JNEY FROM
by Mukesh Jindal, captures this journey with clarity, showing the evolution H1ER TO BITCOIN

and development of money and technology from the basics of its origin.
Mukesh Jindal is the founder of Alpha Capital and is also recognized as a
leading global financial adviser by Citywealth magazine, London. He is also
o the author of best-selling books like Dream Big and Crorepati Mindset and
has a flair of simplifying investment strategies for the common mindset.

The book offers an insightful journey through the history of money and the
global economy and the present stage of digital finance and crypto
currencies. The Indian crypto market has faced a rapid growth in recent MUKESH JINDAL
years and is often perceived as a shortcut to quick wealth. Crypto currency
is a decentralised system of finance and is contributing significantly to the
modern fiscal framework. “Crypto the Disruptor” explores how crypto
currencies have disrupted established financial systems, and has taken the
world by storm. Crypto assets, popularly known as VDAs (Virtual Digital Assets) have become a powerful force for
democratizing finance by providing more transparency and decentralising control. For a beginner, the book is
definitely a go-getter, as this book opens up a full new realm of the digital financial world which marks its powerful
presence in the present scenario. The rise, the boom and bust, the big shorts, the troubles, capitalism and finally
the rise of the decentralised currency has been beautifully woven and interlinked in the eight segments of the
book.

=

MRP: %599 | Pages: 275
Language: English | Genre: Non-Fiction/ Finance

The author has tried to present the whole evolution in the form of stories and anecdotes which are easy to relate
and understand. Not only India, but the world's political and geographical scenario is taken into account while
preparing the backdrop of the book. After navigating through the historical references starting from the Victorian
era, the Baring Crisis (also known as the Panic of 1890), the Great Depression, the Great Latin American meltdown,
the emergence of the information age at 1993, the Stock exchange boom, and finally the Satoshi Nakamoto's
Bitcoin era commencing from 2008; the book delves deep into the creation and need of the first ever decentralized
form of currency. Many technical and new words are also made familiar to us with the author’s simple explanation.
Even though, many terms may sound new and unfamiliar but in the due course of understanding the concepts, we
get to know them quite well.

Furthermore, the book's final chapter gives emphasis on the Indian context of cryptocurrency scenario. The author
offers cautious advice on how to approach the volatile and speculative yet exciting world of cryptocurrency
investment, making it an invaluable tool for both new and experienced investors. Regardless of one's interest in
history, technology, or investing; this book provides insightful viewpoints on how cryptocurrency will influence the
future of the financial industry.

Why do people invest in a particular asset? At its core, every investment is based on a shared
sense of trust. Similarly, when a new technology breaks through and it is creating ripples
across the globe-how can one stand aloof and think that the shift won't affect his/her financial
world. So, it is better to be updated before the actual lightning strikes! As the book ends, “The
DeFi world has already opened its doors,” and this book serves as an apt guide for those who
are willing to explore the emerging decentralized financial world.

By Manisha Manohar
Officer, HM&L Section.
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e 26 fRder, 2025 & off TA. & THCR,
FHAUTTd Ae3Teh, B ¥ ST Hictalar st
T G 3MRET URER a1 3@Ted fohar Tam off srur
FAR fAe, Heways T 39t ygw, ot 3rgq Wiy, 37
TeTyaerh, U, TF. NS, ek TS 3= AR 39
YT W SURRA R

Sri S. K. Majumdar ED, at the inauguration of new
premises of Shyam Bazaar Branch, Kolkata Circle on
26 December, 2025. Sri. Arun Kumar Mishra, GM
and Circle Head, Sri. Amrit Ghosh, DGM, CO, HNI
customers and other Executives are seen in the
picture.

w13 WHad, 2026 H = HECE, Fag T
AT HRER WHIT T GHET deh 7 ot wyag
FAR, HEAUCS ez, off oTedis HAR AT,
T WeIyaesh, 9mieh Ug ger Az affae,
TE hraterd, ot Ioid FAN, T&T Tevaes 9 e
v, off Giier HUR A1ed, HevEs, THUHUAS
FfEwd, Jad FEfGE 3 of W HAR, 30
HeTyatis, 3oe wErey off Sufa |

Sri Bhavendra Kumar, ED at the Business Strategy
and Review meeting conducted at Mumbai Circle, on
13th January,2026. Sri. Alok Kumar Agarwal, CGM,
Strategy and Data Analytics Vertical, HO, Sri. Ranjeev
Kumar, CGM and Circle Head, Sri. Sunil Kumar Yaday,
GM, MSME Vertical, HO and Sri. Rajnish Kumar,
DGM, CO areseeninthe picture.

e 26 f*EEX 2025 @ W=E U HEAGT
AT Tad afifd it dow ¥ ot g R g,
e e, St & ¢ Ry, 7 wemde o
Iae yE, off N USF, WeaEa, et
IRTeTT afeahet, e st 3T 31 A uTeTaRTToT
T 3TH I SUFRIA &

Sri. Sunil Kumar Chugh, ED, at the Parliamentary
Committee meeting held in Chennai Circle on 26"
December, 2025. Smt. K A Sindhu, CGM and Circle
Head, Sri. R Rajesh, GM, Technology Operations
Vertical, HO, and other Executives are seen in the
picture.
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